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O HOLY NIGHT

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour's birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 
O night, divine, O night divine! 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming
Here come the wise men from Orient land.
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger; 
In all our trails born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger. 
Behold your King! Before him lowly bend! 
Behold your King! Before him lowly bend! 

Truly He taught us to love one another, 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother. 
And in his name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
With all our hearts we praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we, 
His power and glory ever more proclaim! 
His power and glory ever more proclaim!

O Holy Night
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Dear Members and Friends of CCMC,

Greetings in Jesus' precious Name.
How sad if we feel like we don’t want to live our lives 

connected with anyone. That we want to be solitary individuals 
without the burden of community. People can be a bother and a 
burden. Why allow others to cramp our style? Surely, not being 
too concerned with others can produce a sense of freedom and 
liberation within. Wait! Surely by now, experience would have 
taught us that living a continuously solitary life can eventually 
result in a sad and lonely existence. Life should have taught us by 
now, how correct is the Word of God: ‘That it is not good for Man 
to be alone.’ (Genesis 2:18) God has made human beings to be 
social beings. Often, we know who we are by knowing whom we 
belong to and belong with!

This edition of Loaves+Fishes, appearing in Advent and 
Christmastide 2017 tells of Community Life from start to finish. 
A major feature article on the Small Groups Ministry in CCMC, 
as well as a Tale of Two Weddings. One involving a young couple 
brought up in this community and finally, tying the knot in 
our Chapel. The second wedding story involves our very own 
youngest Pastor getting married to the love of his life not too long 
ago. Weddings can make us celebrate together. 

Communities have historical memory, also, hence the article 
on Sophia Blackmore which should be of interest to all within 
CCMC and MGS. Yet, communities are not just focused on the 
past. They focus on the future and, therefore, the next generation. 
Hence, the two articles on children. One on how to raise children 
without provoking them. The other article, on the harrowing 
experience of having to go through the balloting exercise for 
primary one admission. The things parents have to go through!

Sometimes we go through the experiences of others by simply 
reading about them. May we have a heart of empathy as we share 
together the ups and downs of community life as told in this 
edition of Loaves+Fishes. ‘If one part suffers, every part suffers 
with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.’ (1 
Corinthians 12:26)

Emmanuel – Only in Christ is God with us, as one of us!!
Happy Reading!

Grace and Peace,
Rev Malcolm T.H. Tan OSL
Pastor-in- Charge
Covenant Community Methodist Church
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ophia Blackmore was born 
on 18 October 1857 into 
a devout Wesleyan (Eng-
lish Methodist) family 
just 100 miles off Sydney, 

Australia. Her father was an estab-
lished solicitor in New South Wales 
who was active at church, whilst her 
mother had spent much of her child-
hood living in London with her uncle, 
the Rev Robert Philip, who was an 
early director of the London Mis-
sionary Society. There, Sophia Black-
more’s mother met missionaries 
such as Robert Morrison and David 
Livingstone and would recount their 
adventures in China and Africa to lit-
tle Sophia. These stories left deep im-
prints on Sophia Blackmore.

A fateful meeting with an Ameri-
can Methodist lady evangelist visiting 
the family’s local church was to set 
the course of Sophia's young life. The 
simple words “Seek all Christ has for 
you”, spoken by Miss Isabella Leon-
ard, the visiting lady evangelist, to so 
resonated within Sophia that she re-
sponded to the Lord that same night 
to say that was what she most want-
ed from the bottom of her heart. The 
verse that drove her to lay claim of 
all Christ had for her was this: “I am 
come that ye might have life, and 
that ye might have it more abundant-
ly” (John 10:10). Since then, it would 
seem that Sophia Blackmore set her 
heart to seek the will of God for her 
life and devoted her life to faithfully 
pursue it. 

From the outset, Sophia’s faith 
journey pushed her boundaries to 
fully trust in the God that led her. 
To begin with, it seemed impossible 
for Sophia to become a missionary 
because the Australian Methodist 
Church did not send out unmarried 
women missionaries in the 19th 
century. However, Isabella Leonard, 
being an American lady evangelist, 
knew that American Methodism did 
and so encouraged Sophia to accom-
pany her to India where American 

Methodism was flourishing. There, 
Sophia met Rev William Oldham, 
who had just founded the Method-
ist Mission and the Anglo-Chinese 
School (ACS) in Singapore. He had 
come over to India for the regional 
Annual Conference gathering. 

Then, Oldham carried along with 
him a burden for a woman mission-
ary to work among the mothers and 
sisters of the boys who attended ACS. 
Though funds were short, they were 
eventually met by Mrs Mary Nind, 
Secretary of the Minneapolis Branch 
of the Methodist Women’s Foreign 
Missionary Society (MWFMS) of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Amer-
ica. It was Mrs Nind who exclaimed 
the famous words, “Frozen Minne-
sota will send help to perishing souls 
on the Equator,” promising to raise 
$6,000 to fund a woman missionary 
in Singapore. Still, there was no can-
didate in sight. 

When Oldham met Sophia, he 
was convinced that she was God’s 
answer to their prayers. From In-
dia, Oldham immediately proposed 
this Australian lady candidate to the 
MWFMS as someone suitable for 
Singapore. Trusting in God’s prom-
ises, Sophia’s heart was already set 
on following God’s call for her to the 
tiny island in the Malaya Straits Set-

In Days of Yore

Sophia Blackmore and MGS girls, 
1915.

(( SOPHIA 
BLACKMORE'S 
MOTIVATION: 
SEEK ALL CHRIST 
HAS FOR YOU. ))

Missionary to Women 
and Girls in Singapore

BY SAMMI SI-HOE 

This article is based on a sermon preached in CCMC on MGS Sunday, 
30th July 2017 by Rev Malcolm Tan, Chaplain-in-Charge of MGS.
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In Days of Yore
which resulted in the school’s name 
being changed to the Methodist 
Girls’ School in 1891. 

That same year, the school hav-
ing outgrown the shophouse in Short 
Street, moved to bigger premises at 
the Christian Institute located in Mid-
dle Road. This arrangement found 
the school located within a chapel. 
School functioned in the weekday 
mornings and on Sundays a congre-
gation gathered within its walls to 
worship. This congregation formed 
the Straits Chinese Church in 1894 
which would become Kampong Ka-
por Methodist Church. As for MGS, 
it continued to outgrow its premises, 
returning to a newly erected and big-
ger building on Short Street in 1900; 
and then to the summit of Mt Sophia 
in 1925, where it remained till 1992.

In these growing years of MGS, 
Sophia Blackmore continued to be 
active in her evangelistic efforts to 
reach out to more girls and women 
folk beyond MGS and beyond the 
Straits Chinese Church. These efforts 
took her to Chinatown where she 
would go door-to-door to visit homes 
and to set-up home schools which al-
ways included sharing of the Gospel. 

From her frequent home visits 
around Chinatown, she had noticed 
how ‘girls were kept behind closed 
doors and only saw what was going 
on outside through a “peep hole”’. 
Reaching out to little girls such as 
these, to bring them out into the light 
of Christ through education, was to 
be her life’s mission and devotion for 
the next forty-one years. 

Sophia Blackmore also set up the 
first Bible Women’s training program 
where she taught Eurasian women 
what to teach and how to teach as 
they went about their home visita-
tions. These evangelistic efforts bore 
fruit in the starting of a second school 
in August 1888, which was to become 
Fairfield Methodist School.

In addition, her evangelistic ef-
forts extended to the setting up of a 

tlements. So, whilst waiting patiently 
in India for the outcome of Oldham’s 
discussions, she began taking Malay 
lessons. She was also inspired to do 
children’s ministry through the en-
couragement of Rev and Mrs Edwin 
Parker. Sophia Blackmore received a 
prophetic word from Mrs Parker: “In 
your work gather in the children and 
so help to build up the church.”

Despite these obstacles that she 
faced, the door to Singapore was 
eventually opened, and on 16 July 
1887, a 29-year-old Sophia Black-
more set foot on the land of her call-
ing and became the first Methodist 
woman missionary sent to Singapore.

Sophia Blackmore’s calling:  
Missionary and Educator
Knowing that God willed for her to be 
in Singapore, Sophia set out to faith-
fully and diligently devote herself to 
the mission. Within a month of her 
arrival, on 15 August 1887, she start-
ed the Tamil Girls’ School at Short 
Street. The premise was a rent-free 
shophouse with donated furniture 
all courtesy of Tamil businessmen 
who wanted their girls to study in a 
school. Thus, Sophia’s first students 
that day were 9 little Indian girls with 
earnest brown eyes, all dressed in 
their very best silken garments and 
adorned with much jewelry. 

These little girls loved school 
which was from 7 am to 1 pm, three 
hundred school days in a year. The 
school continued to grow slowly in 
numbers and in the representative 
races of cosmopolitan Singapore, 

Deaconness Home, later Nind Home, 
1880.

boarding home at the summit of Mt 
Sophia in May 1890. This was called 
the Nind Home where she was affec-
tionately known as Mother B. There, 
orphans and girls seeking shelter 
found a safe haven to live, learn and 
grow. Girls who could not pay the 
school fees at MGS were taught in 
the boarding school itself. Nonethe-
less, all had worship services and So-
phia loved all and was beloved by all. 

In 1900, Sophia Blackmore relin-
quished her principalship at MGS, 
though she continued to supervise 
and conduct chapel and Sunday 
School. In 1920, she gave up the prin-
cipalship of Nind Home. Finally, in 
1922, she took on the role which she 
coveted most, that of a full-time evan-
gelist. Though recognized as a great 
educator and promoter of education 
for girls and women, she declared 
when she visited Singapore in 1935 
“our chief aim in our work for wom-
en and girls was not to educate them 
only but to let them know of Christ 
Jesus as their Saviour and Friend”.

Sophia Blackmore’s legacy: 
to let them know of Christ Jesus as 
their Saviour and Friend
From the very beginning, Miss Isabel-
la Leonard felt that Sophia Blackmore 
had the “gifts, graces and usefulness” 
and “a clear call to missionary work”. 

Sophia Blackmore indeed proved 
true to this through her forty-one 
years of dedication to evangelistic 
efforts in Singapore, and Malaya. 
She preached, she prayed and she 
made music with the people. She 
even wrote a collection of five Malay 
hymns which she cyclostyled for dis-
tribution. 

Girls grew up to be Christian 
women, who married Christian men, 
raising Christian homes together; in-
fluencing the social structure and cul-
ture of a nation.

When she left Singapore to re-
tire in Australia, the Editorial in The 
Straits Times recognised the impact 

and lasting value of her life work. 
“When Miss Blackmore departs for 
her home in Australia, she will carry 
with her the deep affection of sever-
al generations of Chinese girls, and 
will leave behind in our local annals 
a fine record of difficult and useful 
work done, and a memory of person-
al influence, character, and example 
which has been of very great value 
in this era of changing traditions and 
ideas among our Asiatic communities 
in the Straits.”

Miss Sophia Blackmore was called 
home to the Lord on 3 July 1945. 
As written in the MGS Magazine of 
1948, “Miss Blackmore is no longer 
with us. Nor the building that used to 
be Nind Home. But the influence of 
Miss Blackmore still lives on.”

Today, MGS finds her home at 11 
Blackmore Drive with state-of-the-art 
facilities to take the MGS girl into the 
21st century, yet the legacy of Miss 
Sophia Blackmore lives on. 

Perhaps, this was the considera-
tion when former principal and MGS 
alumni, Mrs Anna Tham, first sug-
gested the idea of having a church in 
the school in 1993. When asked why 
she did so. Her reply was that it was 
for the spiritual well-being of the girls 
and alumni at MGS. 

As such, a small gathering of wor-
shippers started to meet at the chapel 
within MGS soon after the relocation 
of the school from Mt Sophia to Black-
more Drive in 1992, a corollary of like 
how once MGS was a school within 
a chapel at Middle Road. In Sep-
tember 1994, Covenant Community 
Methodist Church was formed from 
this initial gathering of worshippers. 

Today, CCMC is within the school 
at Blackmore Drive. CCMC shares 
with MGS the legacy of Miss Sophia 
Blackmore. Just as the founder of 
MGS established a Gospel lighthouse 
within MGS and beyond, may CCMC 
carry on that legacy, with the similar 
aim: “to let them know of Christ Je-
sus as their Saviour and Friend.”

In Days of Yore

This painting of the Dendrobium 
Sophis Blackmore is by Glacy Soh, 
the mum of an MGS alumna. The 
orchid was hybridised by a group of 
Secondary Two MGS girls in 2000 
as part of a science enrichment 
programme. The  orchid was named 
after Sphia Blackmore by the 
Alumae Association in 2004.

(( REACHING OUT 
TO LITTLE GIRLS, TO 
BRING THEM OUT 
INTO THE LIGHT OF 
CHRIST THROUGH 
EDUCATION, WAS 
TO BE HER LIFE'S 
MISSION AND 
DEVOTION.  ))
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ANYTHING
BUT SMALL
VISITING SMALL GROUP DYNAMICS 
BY LEE YIN SIAU

rom the beginning, 
God created us to be in 
community with one 
another. Genesis 2:18 

states: "It is not good for man 
to be alone.' God himself is in a 
community of three persons in one 
– the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – 
who exist in perfect unity. 

Small Group Big Origin 
Jesus himself modelled the Small 
Group relationship with His 
12 disciples. Much of the New 
Testament, if not the majority, 
deals with the attitudes and actions 
God desires in His people, the 
community of believers:

“Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.” 1 John 4:11

“ Be devoted to one another in 
love. Honor one another above 
yourselves.” Romans 12:10

“This makes for harmony 
among the members, so that all the 
members care for each other.” 
1 Cor 12:25

'Bear one another's burden...' 
“Carry each other's burdens, and in 
this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.” Galatians 6:2

'Encourage... and build up one 
another' 1 Thessalonians 5:1

“Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.” 
1 Peter 4:10

There are many more verses 
that tell of God's standards for His 
people. Hebrews 10: 24-25 gives 
further insight. “And let us consider 
how to spur one another on to love 
and good deeds. Let us not neglect 
meeting together, as some have 
made a habit, but let us encourage 
one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.”

One of Jesus' final instructions to 
his disciples is found in John 13:34-

35. "A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. 
By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love 
one another." 

Christian writer Francis 
Schaeffer asserted, "Our 
relationship with each other is the 
criterion the world uses to judge 
whether our message is truthful 
– Christian community is the final 
apologetic." 

So not only is Small Group for 
believers, it is also a testimony of 
faith to our non-believing family, 
friends, colleagues and neighbours 
who are watching and deciding on 
the validity of the gospel message.

 

Small Group Big Purpose
While each Small Group is unique 
and many would happily declare 
their Small Group has been around 
the longest, has multiplied the 
most, has the most profound 
biblical discussions, has the best 
food, etc, being in a Small Group is, 
most importantly, a gift from God, 
not one to be taken lightly. 

Having an extended family 
comes with it its purposes,  
privileges and responsibilities. 
When a Small Group meets, the 
following takes place:

1. Fellowship 
2. Bible Study 
3. Sharing
4. Prayer 

That's the regular meeting stuff. 
The additional or 'social' aspect 
differs in each group and for some 
Small Groups, we not only study 
the Bible together, we eat together, 
travel together, serve together 
and, most importantly, laugh and 
cry together and relate together 
as Christians. These activities are 
determined not just by the efforts 
and needs of the Small Group 
members but is also the reason the 

(( BEING IN A SMALL 
GROUP IS, MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, A GIFT 
FROM GOD, NOT 
ONE TO BE TAKEN 
LIGHTLY. HAVING 
AN ExTENDED 
FAMILY COMES 
WITH ITS PURPOSES, 
PRIVILEGES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES. ))
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group got together. 
The very first Small Group 

I was with was formed by my 
ACJC friends which I joined 
after graduation. Some of the 
members subsequently led me 
to the preaching point which is 
now CCMC – we had lots of social 
gatherings beyond our regular 
Small Group meetings. 

On the other hand, Cookies & 
Christ was formed as a few of us 
ladies at CCMC were meeting quite 
regularly for lunch and two of us 
felt prompted at the same time to 
meet for Bible study rather than 
just meet socially. Because it was 
the Spirit moving us, that proposal 
met with an unanimous 'yes'!  

As the husbands of the members 
of this Small Group get on really 
well, we not only eat together, we 
travel together as well! Through 
the years, friendships have 
deepened, trust has grown and as 
we let each other into our lives, 
we share life's joys and bear each 
others' burdens. 

Ultimately, Small Groups are 
a way of living out our purpose, 
both as individuals and as a 
collective body of Christ.  We 
share a common foundation of 
faith and God has called us to live 
out and apply His truths through 

our interaction with our fellow 
believers, to care for and receive 
care from each other, and to have a 
sense of belonging to an extended 
family who shares the same faith.

Small Group Big Heart
All of us are wired uniquely. 
Even the best of friends may 
react differently to the same 
circumstances. Just like our 
preferences – some may prefer 
topical studies, while some may 
prefer to go in-depth book by book 
of the Bible. Some may prefer 
the group to be open, some love 
the current group dynamics and 
would rather the group to remain 
closed. Some may be in demanding 
jobs and are too exhausted for 
week-night Bible studies or, even 
if they did attend, would come 
unprepared for the discussion. 
Some may look forward to each 
meeting so much more that they 
dominate the discussion and 
sharing. 

As brothers or sisters in Christ, 
we are called to have big hearts, 
to give, to love and support each 
other, not judge or criticise without 
putting ourselves in each others’ 
position.  

I recall a time when I was at my 
busiest, building my career and 
starting my family, my attendance 
at my Small Group then was pretty 
irregular. I found out, years later, 
that another member was upset at 
my lack of commitment and even 
contemplated asking me to leave. 
Even though that suggestion was 
not passed, just the knowledge 
of that idea years later was still 
hurtful. 

Yet, I thank God now for that 
revelation, because decades later, 
that lesson has equipped me. This 
time. the table was turned and, 
as a leader, I had to deal with a 
new member who was irregular 
in attendance and generally made 
no effort to connect with the rest. 

Knowing that the person was 
not a good fit, yet not wanting 
her to feel rejected, as a leader, 
I had to balance between being 
understanding, showing love and 
support, while managing the group 
dynamics. 

My own experience helped me 
to feel more empathy as well as 
trust in God's timing to grow His 
people. As members and leaders of 
Small Groups, we are called to have 
big hearts that accommodate and 
make allowance for each other's 
weaknesses and circumstances, 
and to support and encourage each 
other in tough times. 

Having big hearts also mean we 
allow ourselves to be vulnerable 
and let others in, without which 
relationships remain superficial. 
Sometimes, it calls us to go beyond 
the expected to show love. 

When my Dad passed away last 
year, a member of my Small Group 
went through a lot of trouble to 
attend the wake, even when it 
meant coming by herself at night 
and getting lost while walking 
to the location. In the midst of 
my grief, I was really touched by 
her support. It truly is a blessing 
to know you are not alone and 
God blesses us with sisters and 
brothers in Christ with whom to 
journey through life.

As Small Group members, we 
are also called to hold each other 
accountable. “As iron sharpens 
iron, so a friend sharpens a friend” 
(Proverbs 27:17). This is often the 
most neglected responsibility as, 
too often, we spend time doing 
everything except being honest 
with each other.  

Yet, if we do nothing when 
one of our own falters, how 
are we different from a fair-
weather friend? Holding each 
other accountable is not to be 
done from a 'holier-than-thou' 
position but from the position of 
fellow brothers and sisters who 
care enough to speak. Before one 

assumes the role, one must pray 
first for the Spirit to go before us to 
soften hearts and also for the right 
words and right timing. 

Only in Christ can we have the 
wisdom and courage to speak up 
and accomplish the unenviable 
task of correcting others. And 
after doing so, be patient for the 
member may remain defensive 
until such a time that they realise 
you are not the bearer of bad news, 
but rather you have acted out of 
love and not judgment or bad 
intention. 

Conversely, once you have 
experienced the difficulties of such 
a task, when others do the same 
to you, remember it is done out of 
love for it would have been easier 
to turn the blind eye. 

Small Group Big God
While a Small Group may go 
through different seasons, such 
as the growth of the group in 
numbers or in faith, or season of 
decline in attendance or stagnation 
in members' faith, these are all 
cyclical and are often challenges 
that Small Groups must go through. 

No matter how homogeneous 
a group is, each individual in a 
group faces different challenges 

(( ULTIMATELY, 
SMALL GROUPS ARE 
A WAY OF LIVING 
OUT OUR PURPOSES, 
BITH AS INDIVIDUALS 
AND AS A COLLECTIVE 
BODY OF CHRIST. )) SA
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at different times. A member 
who is usually strong may face 
temptations or challenges that 
stumble and be in need of support. 
Conversely, one who has been in 
need of emotional and spiritual 
support may shine for God as he or 
she overcomes. 

As Small Group members, we 
share the fears and burdens, 
celebrate life's joys and victories, 
and journey through life together 
knowing we have our Big God on 
our side and remind each other to 
fix our eyes on Him. 

Our Small Group, Jewels, was 
formed after we completed Alpha 
more than a decade ago. As we 
were a group of married ladies, 
some with young kids and some 
with grandkids, some living with 
mothers-in-law and some were 
mothers-in-law, we decided to 
follow the study “Women more 
precious than Jewels” by Cathy 
Houba (Hence the name 'Jewels'!). 

Over the years, members left the 
group as they or their husbands 
were posted overseas, two families 
immigrated, and even the leaders 
were away for years. By God's 
grace, we persevered and from the 
days as babes in Christ, members 
are now taking turns to lead in 
discussion groups and some have 
even encouraged their husbands 
to join Bible study groups such as 
DISCIPLE or BSF.  

Just as Cathy Houba ministered 
to us when we adopted her Bible 

study guide, when she came to 
Singapore two years ago and 
visited our Small Group, she 
was ministered to and most 
encouraged by the fact that we 
have journeyed together as a Small 
Group all these years. 

One of the earlier prayer 
requests was that our family 
members, especially the children, 
many of whom are in the same age 
group, would become friends too. 
We did arrange for all the families 
to meet socially over Christmas, 
although that didn't gain traction. 

Yet, a decade on, my youngest 
daughter is in the same university 
staying in the same hostel in 
London with another member's 
son! They became good friends on 
their accord, to the surprise of us 
parents! And God willing, they may 
one day  attend the same church 
and Small Group! 

Our God is sovereign over all 
and He chooses how and when 
He answers our prayers. Instead 
of succumbing to the temptation 
to run ahead of Him or run on our 

own strength, we ought to trust 
more in the providential care of 
our great God.

After all these years of being in 
Small Groups, both as a member 
and as a leader, one thing I know 
for sure is, every Small Group and 
its dynamics are different. 

However, every Small Group is 
His Small Group, and every one of 
us, His child. He sees our struggles 
and hears our pleas, and will send 
help in His perfect time – even if 
the group is in disharmony; even 
if members or families face death; 
even if the life of a particular Small 
Group is coming to an end. 

There is no end to the struggles 
we individually face as believers 
and certainly as the body of 
Christ relating to each other. 
There are good times and bad, 
and being in Small Groups may at 
times 'complicate' our lives and 
compound our troubles. 

But it is precisely these struggles 
and troubles that strengthen us, 
deepen our relationships and 
makes it meaningful. Love and 
be loved. Let us live victoriously 
as Christ intends us to, with His 
people, for His glory!

Indeed, may it be for us as Acts 
2:46-47 says: They worshiped 
together at the Temple each 
day, met in homes for the Lord’s 
Supper, and shared their meals 
with great joy and generosity – 
all the while praising God and 
enjoying the goodwill of all the 
people. And each day the Lord 
added to their fellowship those 
who were being saved.          

Make every effort 

to keep the unity of 

the Spirit through 

the bond of peace.

Eph 4:3
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(( THERE ARE 
THREE ASPECTS 
TO A BIBLICAL 
PARABLE, AN 
EARTHY STORY 
WITH A HEAVENLY 
MEANING: THE 
DIVINE, THE 
SPIRITUAL AND THE 
MORAL.  ))

 
THE 
PARABLE
OF THE
THREE 
TREES
DR H N E WARD [faithwriters.com] 
shares leadership principles
from an Old Testament parable.  

nyone who knows 
anything about the Bible 
knows that it contains 
many beautiful parables,

but how many people know that 
the Old Testament has its share of 
wonderful parables.

The parables of the New 
Testament, parables of Jesus Christ 
really, trip off our tongues: The 
parable of the sower, the parable 
of the lost coin, the parable of the 
lost sheep, the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, the parable of the fig 
tree, and the list continues.

But are these spontaeously 
recalled? The parable of Samson's 
riddle, the parable of the ewe-lamb, 
the parable of the escaped prisoner, 
the parable of the ambitious 
thistle, the parable of the eagles 
and the vine, the parable of the evil 
shepherds, the parable of the flying 
roll, and the parable of the two 
baskets of figs. Aha. Yes, these are 
all Old Testament parables and the 
list contains about 39 of them.

If you were brought up in 
Sunday School, you might 
remember what you were taught 
about parables. We were told that 
a parable is an earthly story with 
a heavenly meaning. This simple 
and clear definition holds good 
even today, and scholars may 
embellish it, as is their right, but 
the seimple definition has never 
been surpassed; neither in terms 
of its cogency nor in terms of its 
sweeping application.

There are three aspects to a 
Biblical parable, just like there 
are three that make up the Holy 
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 
three that pertain to earth: fire, 
water and blood; and three that 
pertain to nature: solids, liquids 
and gases. The three aspects to 
a Biblical parable are the divine, 
the spiritual and the moral, and, 
as we shall see, these three are 
powerfully exemplified in this 
beautiful Old Testament parable.

The parable is found in Judges 

9:8-15 and reads like this:

"The trees went forth on a time to 
anoint a king over them; and they 
said unto the olive tree, Reign thou 
over us. But the olive tree said unto 
them, Should I leave my fatness, 
wherewith by me they honour God 
and man, and go to be promoted 
over the trees? And the trees said 
to the fig tree, Come thou, and 
reign over us. But the fig tree said 
unto them, Should I forsake my 
sweetness, and my good fruit, and 
go to be promoted over the trees? 
Then said the trees unto the vine, 
Come thou, and reign over us. And 
the vine said unto them, Should I 
leave my wine, which cheereth God 
and man, and go to be promoted 
over the trees? Then said all the 
trees unto the bramble, Come thou, 
and reign over us. And the bramble 
said unto the trees, If in truth ye 
anoint me king over you, then come 
and put your trust in my shadow: 
and if not, let fire come out of the 
bramble, and devour the cedars of 
Lebanon." 

Now, follow this parable 
carefully for it has everything: 
drama, great story telling, a 
fascinating plot, subterfuge, 
spiritual and moral lessons and so 
much more.

Gideon was a great judge and he 
judged Israel forty years and then 
died. He had seventy sons by his 
wives, but he had an additional son 
called Abimelech by a concubine, 
and clearly this Abimelech was low 
life, extremely perverse and greedy. 
As soon as Gideon died, Abimelech 
hatched a plot and murdered all 
his seventy half brothers except 
one that got away. His name was 
Jotham.

Jotham came to the people of 
Shechem, who had joined themselves 
to Abimelech and made him their 
ruler, and delivered the parable as 
recorded above (Judges 9:8-15).

Gideon was a great leader 



20 21

who delivered Israel from the 
Midianites, and the thankful 
Israelites turned to him and asked 
him to be their king. Gideon, who 
knew well the history of Israel and 
their waywardness, refused to be 
their king and replied, "I will not 
rule over you, neither shall my son 
rule over you: the Lord shall rule 
over you." (Judges 8:23)

During Gideon's times as 
judge, Israel lived in peace and 
prosperity but, as soon as he died, 
Israel returned to her evil ways 
and idolatry. They now wanted 
someone to lead them in that 
ungodly lifestyle, turned to the 
low-life scoundrel Abimelech and 
hence Gideon's legitimate son, 
Jotham, confronted them and told 
them this parable.

In this parable trees represent 
the people of Israel, the Olive 
Tree was Gideon, the Fig Tree was 
Gideon's sons, and the Vine was 
his grandsons. The bramble was 
Animelech.

Notice in each case that these 
three trees rejected the offer of 
rulership and the reasons they 
gave. Israel was not just asking 
for a king but a perverse king, 
someone who would indulge them 
and lead them astray, for they 
wanted a king to "come down" and 
rule them, meaning someone who 
would shred his principles and 
godly values and reverent lifestyle 
and be their leader in wickedness 
and rebellion.

The Olive Tree
The Olive Tree's rejection of their 
offer was firm and unequivocal, 
"But the olive tree said unto 
them, Should I leave my fatness, 
wherewith by me they honour God 
and man, and go to be promoted 
over the trees?" (Judges 9:8).

The Olive Tree represents 
divine love to God and unfettered 
Christian service to man. 
Whenever the olive tree is 
mentioned in the Bible, it is 

usually in a positive, pleasing and 
exemplary way that serves God. 
David was glad to say, "But I am 
like a green olive tree in the house 
of God: I trust in the mercy of God 
for ever and ever." (Psalm 52:8)

Love and devotion to God out 
of a pure heart cannot be aligned 
with wickedness and disobedience 
and remain intact; and will never 
be compatible with worldliness. 
When the Olive Tree said, "Should 
I leave my fatness" it was declaring 
a stand for what it held dear and 
refusing to compromise and was 
determined to stand fast for the 
things that pleased God.

The Fig Tree
The trees now turned to the Fig 
Tree and made the same offer but 
again they were rebuffed, "But the 
fig tree said unto them, Should 
I forsake my sweetness, and my 
good fruit, and go to be promoted 
over the trees?" (Judges 9:11).

The Fig Tree represents moral 
uprightness, goodness and love 
for just laws. The Fig Tree knew 
that its good qualities were fine for 
wholesomeness and probity but to 
consent to rule over degenerates 
would result in a diminution, and 
even a cessation, of those qualities 
referred to as "my sweetness, and 
my good fruit". 

Some people, in order to 
dominate and rule, will abandon 
every principle, undertake every 
dirty manoeuvre and machination 
to get what they want. History 
is replete with dictators who 
carried out the most barbarous 
acts to get power, or to hold on to 
it, and always with an eye to their 
unfettered ego.

Even so-called decent men who 
have fallen in love with domination 
and power, do the most awful 
things in those positions, and 
sooner or later become unstuck 
because the Bible is right when it 
says, "Evil shall slay the wicked..." 
(Psalm 34:21)

The Vine
The trees then turned to the Vine 
and the same offer to be king over 
them was made. The Vine, too, 
refused and said, "Should I leave 
my wine, which cheereth God and 
man, and go to be promoted over 
the trees?" (Judges 9:13).

The Vine represents truth, love 
of truth and the fruit springing 
from that truth is love towards 
God and love towards man. The 
juice of the fruit of the vine, pure, 
unsullied wine, is a symbol of joy 
and comfort to both man and God. 
Wine is used in the sacraments and 
service of thanksgiving and praise 
to God, and it can bring joy and 
provide nourishment for healing 
the ailing body or flagging spirit of 
man.

When the Good Samaritan found 
the wounded man by the wayside, 
he acted neighbourly: "And went 
to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set 
him on his own beast, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of 
him." (Luke 10:34)

The Vine was not prepared to 
swap service to God and humanity 
to serve on the throne of people 
who displeased God and opposed 
the values for which it stood. 

Jesus Christ was not ashamed 
to call himself after The Vine for 
he said, "I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing." (John 15:5)

The Bramble
Finally the trees turned to the 
bramble, and as eager as ever to 
get someone like them, someone 
who would indulge their every 
depravity, encourage their 
excesses, and vulgarity, and 
waywardness said, "Come thou, 
and reign over us. And the bramble 
said unto the trees, If in truth ye 
anoint me king over you, then 
come and put your trust in my 

shadow" (Judges 9:15).
And they made the bramble 

king. 
The bramble represents self-

centred, arrogant, dismissive-of-
others leadership. It's about self 
centred leadership, domineering, 
and has no place for humility, 
consultation or teamwork. 

This bramble, none other 
than Abimelech, turned out to 
be indulgent, depraved, disloyal 
and deadly. He led Israel to 
disaster after disaster until they 
eventually turned against him 
and assassinated him in a most 
gruesome manner.

This parable teaches us a lot 
about leadership, dominance, the 
lust for power. It also teaches us 
about the strength of character 
required to maintain integrity, the 
refusal to compromise, the nature 
of Godly leadership, and so much 
more.

We should read these 
marvellous parables of the Old 
Testament more often, learn the 
lessons taught, and instead of 
disputing every symbol, arguing 
about every nuance of meaning, 
we should rejoice and let the Olive 
Tree give of its fatness, and the Fig 
Tree its sweetness and good fruit, 
and the Vine its spiritual wine; all 
to the honour, glory and praise of 
Almighty God.

Dr. Henderson Nathaniel Erskine 
Ward received his Doctor of Divinity 
in theology from Masters International 
School of Divinity, USA, where he is 
currently a post-doctoral fellow. He is 
currently involved in pastoring, evan-
gelism, and teaching.

(( THIS PARABLE 
TEACHES US 
A LOT ABOUT 
LEADERSHIP, 
DOMINANCE, THE 
LUST FOR POWER; 
THE STRENGTH 
OF CHARACTER 
REqUIRED TO 
MAINTAIN 
INTERGRITY, 
THE REFUSAL TO 
COMPROMISE.  ))
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MICHAEL CHIA shares through 
Scripture and experience

 
HOW NOT TO 
PROVOKE YOUR 
CHILDREN
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his is the time of the year 
when our children will get 
their exam results. This is 
the time of year when 

school children and their parents 
get stressed up and overly anxious. 

At this time of the year, I med-
itate on a very familiar verse, Eph 
6:4, “Fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger but bring them 
up in the discipline and instruc-
tions of the Lord?” Then I ask my-
self: How, Lord? What sort of father 
am I? Who are the children, whom 
you have entrusted to me, in God's 
kingdom? 

Dr Cai Yiming, a respected ex-
pert in child/adolescent psychiatry 
in Singapore said: "The problems 
(developmental, behavioural and 
emotional) afflicting children and 
teens in Singapore are mostly psy-
chological in nature. The feeling of 
being neglected, not loved." 

My view is that the emphasis 
on academics and the pressures it 
brings have become more intense 
and is a cause of these problems. 

As believers and disciples of 
Jesus Christ, we can pray over and 
meditate on some familiar Scrip-
ture verses that will help to remind 
us to be good parental coaches and 
have hope in the calling which God 
has installed for our children.

God ordained families
God ordains marriages between 
a man and a woman. From these 
marriages come families. And God 
loves every family.

Ephesians 3:14-15, “For this 
reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth is named....”

Our children are gifts from God
Psalm 127:3 states beautifully, 
“Look, children are a gift of the 
Lord, and the fruit of the womb is a 
reward."

So, children are of Divine prov-
idence, who are blessings and not 
burdens.

God has a plan for our children
The well-known assurance from 
Jeremiah 29:10-14 about God’s 
plan for His chosen people even 
when they were in exile must 
surely apply to us and our children 
too. “For I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you 
a future and a hope.” 

Children have a special place 
in God's heart 
Matthew 18:3-5 says, “Truly, I say 
to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
humbles himself like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me.” 

Jesus, as recorded in Matthew 
19:14, said, “Let the little children 
come to me and do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the king-
dom of heaven.” 

Our children can teach us
As we instruct our children, we 
have to bear in mind that they have 
much to teach us too. 

Consider Matthew 18:4, “Who-
ever humbles himself like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.”

Our children can teach us not 
just about the latest gadgets but 
also better perspectives and how to 
embody the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 
5: 22-23). 

My son Nick taught me once 
about patience and humility. 

For many years, I had sub-
scribed to a home landline and 
internet package.  When the system 
malfunctioned, it involved long 
telephone calls and on-site ser-
vice. Yet, I refused to subscribe to 
a fibre-optic broadband package. I 
rationalised that it would cost more 
and that a faster Internet would 
distract my son from his studies. 

Earlier this year, the system 
broke down completely – no tv and 

(( AS WE INSTRUCT 
OUR CHILDREN, WE 
HAVE TO BEAR IN 
MIND THAT THEY 
HAVE MUCH TO 
TEACH US TOO.  ))
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thor of Man in the Mirror, said: “the 
primary purposes of parenting are 
to prepare our children for life and 
create an environment that helps 
them become disciples of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Dr Morley suggested five prac-
tical things we can do to create an 
environment conducive to disciple-
ship at home.

Spend time with our children 
Spend time with them not just dur-
ing family vacations. In my family, I 
like to have dinners out during the 
weekend. These times of interac-
tion and conversation bonds us a 
family and helps us to understand 
each other better.

Encourage our children 
with words 
Matthew 3:17 records that when 
Jesus was baptized by John the 
Baptist, God said: “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

So, say “I love you” or “I am 
proud of you,” if not daily, at least 
regularly, to my children. 

I also regularly kiss my son and 
daughter's forehead to show them 
that I love them. 

Show our children 
unconditional love 
John 3:16 tells us that God gave His 
unconditional love to redeem us. 

Psalm 103:13 says, “As a father 
shows compassion to his children, 
so the Lord shows compassion to 
those who fear him.” 

Ask for a report card
Once a while, ask our children for 
a report card on ourselves and our 
parenting skills. It can be quite a 
humbling yet enlightening experi-
ence.

Pray for and with 
our children daily
This is practical and powerful. 

John 17:17 records Jesus' 

prayer for His disciples: “Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is 
truth”

Paul and Timothy prayed for 
the believers in Colossae.

Colossians 1:9-14, “And so, from 
the day we heard, we have not 
ceased to pray for you, asking that 
you may be filled with the knowl-
edge of his will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, so 
as to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him: 
bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge 
of God; being strengthened with 
all power, according to his glori-
ous might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy; giving thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified you 
to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light. He has delivered us 
from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.” 

Colossians 2:8, “See to it that no 
one takes you captive by philoso-
phy and empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the world, and 
not according to Christ.” 

I am reminded of the lies and 
deception of the world. Like it or 
not, our children are growing up 
in the age of apps, social media, 
Googling and watching YouTube. 
Temptations abound and we have 
to help them to overcome these 
challenges. 

If our children follow Jesus, the 
light of the world, they will never 
walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life (John 8:12).

Let us therefore pray for our 
children, for God's wisdom and 
sensitivity in guiding our children, 
and to be always there for them, 
especially when they are down. 
Pray to God to use us as parents. 

As parents, may we keep an 
eternal focus for our children.

We must partner with God to 

mould them. God is the potter; we 
are the clay (Isaiah 64:8; Jer 18:4). 
We are God’s workmanship (Eph 
2:10). We can plough, sow the 
seeds and water but it is God that 
gives the harvest. (1 Cor 3:6-7). 

Help our children to give 
priority to things that God deems 
important for them. Education and 
academic results are just one part 
of the training process.

May we have His wisdom and 
discernment to do so. May we not 
impose our personal expectations 
and priorities on our children. 

Here is a prayer, adapted from 
Ephesians 3:14-21, for parents to 
uphold their children to our Father 
God.

For this reason we bow our 
knees before you, dear Father, 
from whom every family in heav-
en and on earth is named, that 
according to the riches of Your 
glory You may grant (name your 
children) to be strengthened with 
power through His Spirit in (name 
your children) inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in (name your 
children) hearts through faith – 
that (name your children), being 
rooted and grounded in love, may 
have strength to comprehend with 
all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that (name 
your children) may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. 

Now to Him who is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that 
we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the church, in our schools 
and in our homes, and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

no internet connection. The telco 
wanted me to pay for sending a 
technician to replace the set-up 
box because my contract with 
them had expired, though they 
continued to charge and I contin-
ued to pay the subscription. Then 
they said they would waive the 
charges if I subscribed to a new op-
tic fibre plan. I refused and made 
it clear that they were in breach of 
contract and had the audacity to 
charge me to rectify their faults! 

This situation inconvenienced 
Nick as he needed Internet access 
to do his home work. This also 
caused unhappiness at home. Nick 
said that I could hold my ground 
but the problem would not be 
solved. He then called the telco and 
calmly arranged for them to send a 
technician. 

On reflection, I came to the con-
clusion that if I had been humble 
and patient like Nick, we could 
have avoided inconvenience for 
everyone.

Parental responsibility 
Proverbs 22:6 is very clear: “Train 
up a child in the way he should 
go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 

Now I come back to Eph 6:4, 
“Fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger, but bring them 
up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord.” 

My view is that this is a disci-
pleship command from the Lord. 
It requires our obedience. And I 

think this verse applies to both 
fathers and mothers.

We will not provoke our chil-
dren to anger if we do not abuse 
the authority given to us as parents 
by God, when we tell and show 
them that we care for and love 
them; when we bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, when we correct them with 
compassion.

 The command to bring up our 
children in the discipline and in-
struction of the Lord also appears 
in other parts of the Bible.  

Psalm 78:1-7 says, “Give ear, O 
my people, to my teaching; in-
cline your ears to the words of my 
mouth! I will open my mouth in a 
parable; I will utter dark sayings 
from of old, things that we have 
heard and known, that our fathers 
have told us. We will not hide them 
from their children, but tell to the 
coming generation the glorious 
deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
and the wonders that he has done. 
He established a testimony in Ja-
cob and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers 
to teach to their children, that the 
next generation might know them, 
the children yet unborn, and arise 
and tell them to their children, so 
that they should set their hope in 
God and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments” 

Deut 6:6-7 “And these words 
that I command you today shall be 
on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise.”

If we teach our children the 
truth in the Scriptures from when 
they are young, it will see them 
through life.

  Prov 22:6, “Start children off 
on the way they should go, and 
even when they are old, they will 
not turn from it.”

Indeed, Dr Patrick Morley, au-

(( WE WILL NOT 
PROVOKE OUR 
CHILDREN TO 
ANGER IF WE DO 
NOT ABUSE THE 
AUTHORITY GIVEN 
TO US AS PARENTS 
BY GOD.  ))

Michael Chia is married to Christina. 
They and their two teenage children 
worship in Covenant Evagenlical Free 
Church.
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SACRIFICE
Understanding Human and Divine Sacrifices 
through the P1 Registration Balloting Exercise

Corrine Lam Wing Sze A Christmas card 
with a Difference
BY JOYCE TAN

We love because He first loved us.
1 John 4:19

There's no better time to tell our friends and 
loved ones about God's love than at Christmas. 
Ask God to bring to mind someone who needs 
to hear about His love for them. You can use this 
card to invite your friend to church to attend a 
service. And then, most importantly, pray for the 
Holy Spirit to work in your friends' hearts so that 
they will come to know how wonderful God is!

To make the card, you will need:
1. The templates provided
2 A wide ice-cream stick, cut to a length 
   of 6 cm (A good excuse to have that   
   treat!)
3. A square of baby blue felt, 8 x 8 cm
4. Brown kraft paper (or a recycled brown 
    paper bag)
5. Silver or white paint and an old tooth 
    brush 
6. Glue and scissors
7. Black pen
8. Cotton bud or pink colour pencil

CARD
Cut out the large dark blue rectangle. First, let's 
make a starry night sky. Dip the bristles of an 
old toothbrush in silver paint and gently flick 
the paint onto the card by pulling your finger 
across the bristles TOWARDS yourself. Cut out 
the gold and yellow shape to make a large star 
in the sky. Attach to the top left of the card.

Glue the brown and medium blue rectangles to 
the bottom left of the card as shown. Using the 
brown paper, cut tapered strips to make straw. 
Each strip should be about 5-cm long. Stick 
these strips in a splayed pattern on top of the 

medium blue rectangle. Ensure that the ends of 
the straw stick out far enough that they can be 
seen after Baby Jesus has been placed on top.

BABY JESUS
Place the ice cream stick diagonally across the 
felt square. Fold the bottom corner of the felt 
square and glue to the stick. Fold in the right 
and left corners of the felt as shown and glue 
to secure. Using a black pen with a small nib (I 
used 0.25 mm for this example), draw a face. To 
add a tinge of a rosy blush to the cheeks, I used 
a cotton bud and blush powder. You could also 
use a light pink colour pencil to colour in the 
cheeks. Glue onto the pile of straw.
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s parents, we willingly 
make sacrifices for the 
good of our children. 
Our sacrifices come in

many forms. For me, one sacrifice 
was the time and effort spent as a 
grassroots volunteer so that my 
daughter would have the opportu-
nity to be considered in the 2018 
Primary 1 intake phase 2B exercise.

In a completely different level, 
God sacrificed for us. He sent his 
Son to die on the cross for the sins 
of the world. How insignificant our 
sacrifices are when compared to 
that!

In Romans 12:1-2, Paul urges us 
to offer ourselves as a living sacri-
fice, holy and pleasing to God. This, 
he said, is our true and proper wor-
ship. How do we do this? Paul goes 
on to give the answer; "Do not con-
form to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s 
will is – his good, pleasing and per-
fect will."

As much as we, as parents, were 
willing to sacrifice for the sake of 
getting our daughter into a school 
of our choice, were we willing to 
reject the pattern of this world and 
accept God's good, pleasing and 
perfect will for her?

There were 31 places allocat-
ed for the phase 2B placements. 
Three  days before registration day, 
the thirty-second mummy stepped 
into the school office and asked for 
a registration form for her daugh-
ter.  She was a Singaporean residing 
within 1 km radius of the school. 
We knew we would meet her again 
on balloting day.

On the morning of 21 July 2017, 
my husband and I took a slow drive 
to Methodist Girls' School with a 
heavy heart. At 9:20 am, we made 
our way to the balloting room. 
When we reached the door, we 
were told to check our child’s name 
and number on the board. 

Number 25. 

At 9:30 am, the vice principal 
introduced the witnesses to the bal-
loting exercise and explained how 
the staff members had been trained 
by MOE to spin the balloting wheel. 
There was a camera videoing the 
entire process and a projector that 
showed every numbered ball that 
dropped out of the spinner.

The balloting began. All 32 balls 
were dropped into the spinner 
and the wheel was turned. Some 
parents were unable to hold their 
excitement and cheered when 
their numbers were called while 
most just kept quiet. Ball after ball 
dropped from the spinner but none 
was ours. 

"We are now drawing the last 11 
places…" I looked at my husband 
with desperation. His face paled. I 
don't think I looked good either.…

"Last 3 seats…" Some mummies 
whose daughter had already se-
cured a place looked at me in pity. 
My hands went numb.

"This will be the 31st and the 
last ball we are drawing…" I covered 
my mouth as the two balls spun in 
the wheel. The suspense was in-
tense. At last, a ball dropped out of 
the wheel. The announcer picked it 
up slowly. The room was dead qui-
et. I stopped breathing...

There is a difference between 
sacrifices we make on a human 
level and the living sacrifice or-
dained by God. The blood sacrific-
es described in the Old Testament 
are no longer required of us as the 
people of the new Covenant. But 
we are asked to offer ourselves as a 
living sacrifice to the Lord. This is a 
spiritual change of heart that man-
ifests in our priorities and the way 
we behave. 

As doting parents to our kids, we 
make ‘human sacrifices’ for them, 
taking part in a ‘Hunger Game’ with 
fellow parents, fighting for the best 
schools for our own children. What 
is ‘best’ is ranked according to the  
world’s standards. Conforming to 
worldly desires, being obsessed and 

overly affected with making choices 
according to our own wills and not 
God’s will can be undesireable by 
products of such love. 

I am definitely not saying that 
we should not do anything we deem 
best for our children. We should! 
However, there are things that are 
not within our control. The P1 bal-
loting exercise is one of such. At the 
end of the day, it’s our relationship 
with God that will make the horri-
ble process more bearable, and de-
termine how we treat the result. 

I admit that I am a rookie in Bi-
ble knowledge. That was one of the 
reasons for taking a bold step to 
join the D1 course earlier this year. 
The course is amazing in trans-
forming one’s mind and making 
one more conscious of one’s rela-
tionship with God. 

From the day I knew that there 
would be a ballot for phase 2B, my 
prayers have not been in the form 
of ‘requests’ for God to grant my 
personal desire of letting my child 
'win' a seat in the school, knowing 
that every ‘win’ is at the expense of 
another child. 

Rather, I prayed for God’s discre-
tion to grant every individual child 
what He deems fit for her. Yes, He 
knows the bigger plan of their lives. 

The balloting took place in the 
same conference room  which I sit 
in every Monday for D1 classes. It 
felt familiar and comforting. It was 
one of the ways that the Holy Spir-
it calmed me during the balloting 
process.

"The last place goes to No. 25…."
We did not make a sound when 

the number was called. Our emo-
tions were mixed, feeling relief and 
thankful to God and sorry for the 
family whose number had not been 
called. 

We had learnt to put all our trust 
in Him. When that happens, being 
a living sacrifice is no longer a sac-
rifice, but enjoying something pre-
cious – being in God’s will, within 
his bigger plans.
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There is an old adage that we are all born with a God-shaped hole in our 
heart. Just like a puzzle that’s incomplete, there is this in-built sense of 
longing and a feeling of loneliness that nothing else can satisfy. We stumble 
around in our lives, trying to fill the gap but each time we walk away less 
than satisfied. Still, we cling to romantic notions of finding another that 
completes us – a thing, a person, a job, a cause – failing to see or realize 
what’s hidden in plain sight.

“Make You Feel My Love” reads like a love song straight from the heart 
of Jesus to His precious children. Though the song was never intended for 
the Christian music genre, it conveys the sentiment and affection every 
person craves. 

Written in 1997 by multi-award winning artist Bob Dylan, “Make You 
Feel My Love” was first commercially released by Billy Joel. Since then 
the song has been covered by numerous artists like Kelly Clarkson, Garth 
Brooks and more recently, Adele in 2008.

Dylan, a self-professed Christian who accepted Christ in the Seventies 
despite his Jewish upbringing, is best known for penning folk songs where 
“elements of Christian theology co-mingle with folklore, classic poetry, ru-
ral history, and oblique personal confession in arresting ways”*. True to his 
folk-music style, Dylan’s music serves as a narrative about life, its despera-
tion, sadness, triumph and faith in the supernatural. Most of his material is 
open to interpretation and the meaning changes depending on the different 
situations a person is in. His songs speak to the listener about experiences 
the everyman encounters, a testament to this lyrical genius.

Dylan recorded “Make You Feel My Love” for his 1997 album Time Out 
of Mind which he wrote during a period where he struggled with severe 
depression triggered by his divorce in 1990. Hints of his depression per-
meate the songs and may have served as inspiration for his album title. It 
seems ironic that a beautiful song like “Make You Feel My Love” is included 
in the album lineup inspired by such bleak emotion and hopelessness but 
perhaps it unintentionally serves to illustrate the lengths our Saviour went 
to to reach out to us and make us see the love He holds for His people.

When we are in the midst of the storms and tribulation in life, when we 
stand feeling alone in our defeat and believing ourselves to be unlovable, 
Jesus offers us love, acceptance and a warm embrace to soothe our hearts. 

As the inspired Bible lyricist David wrote in Psalm 139, our Lord knows 
us more intimately than we know ourselves – the beauty and the ugliness 
of our beings, and yet he reassures us time and again that His love for 
us endures and His commitment to us will never falter. Though we often 
choose to run away from Him and attempt to hide ourselves in a cocoon 
of self-pity, depression and doubt, Jesus holds us fast and reaches into 
the darkness to make us feel the love that only He can give, a love with-
out judgement or condition. Even when we doubted His devotion, Jesus 
crawled down the avenue of sorrow and went to the cross so He could 
demonstrate that there’s nothing He wouldn’t do to make us feel His love.

MAKE YOU 
FEEL MY LOVE
BOB DYLAN   BY LEANNE PATTISELANNO

*Thompson, John J. “The Dark 
Side of Dylan”, Christianity 
Today, 11 September 2012. 
Web.

A LIvING SACRIFICE  

Romans 12:1-2
Therefore, I urge 
you, brothers and 
sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God 
– this is your true 
and proper worship. 
Do not conform 
to the pattern of 
this world, but be 
transformed by the 
renewing of your 
mind. Then you will 
be able to test and 
approve what God’s 
will is – his good, 
pleasing and perfect 
will. Living 

Sacrifice

To The Point

SACRIFICE vS LOvE

Eph 5:1-2 
Follow God’s exam-
ple, therefore, as 
dearly loved children 
and walk in the way 
of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave 
himself up for us as 
a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.

THE GREATEST 
SACRIFICE 

John 3:16 
For For God so loved 
the world that he 
gave his one and 
only Son, that who-
ever believes in him 
shall not perish but 
have eternal life. 

Hebrew 9:28 So 
Christ was sacrificed 
once to take away 
the sins of many; 
and he will appear a 
second time, not to 
bear sin, but to bring 
salvation to those 
who are waiting for 
him. 

SACRIFICE vS 
OBEDIENCE  

1 Sam 15:22 
But Samuel replied: 
“Does the Lord de-
light in burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices as 
much as in obeying 
the Lord? To obey is 
better than sacrifice, 
and to heed is better 
than the fat of rams.  

SACRIFICE & 
RIGHTEOUS LIvING

I hate, I despise your 
religious festivals; 
your assemblies are 
a stench to me.
Even though you 
bring me burnt 
offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not 
accept them. Though 
you bring choice 
fellowship offerings, 
I will have no regard 
for them. 

Amos 5:21-24 
Away with the noise 
of your songs! I 
will not listen to 
the music of your 
harps. But let justice 
roll on like a river, 
righteousness like a 
never-failing stream! 

           BY ANTON CHAN SR

SACRIFICE vS 
GOD’S WILL

Psalm 40:6-8 
Sacrifice and of-
fering you did not 
desire – but my ears 
you have opened – 
burnt offerings and 
sin offerings you did 
not require. Then 
I said, “Here I am, 
I have come –  it is 
written about me in 
the scroll. I desire 
to do your will, my 
God; your law is 
within my heart.” 

John 15:13
Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 

I John 3:16 
This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his 
life for us. And we 
ought to lay down 
our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. 

SACRIFICE vS 
SERvICE  

Proverbs 21:3 
To do what is right 
and just is more 
acceptable to the 
Lord than sacrifice. 

Matthew 9:13 
But go and learn 
what this means: ‘I 
desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’ For I have 
not come to call 
the righteous, but 
sinners. 

Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of 
Man did not come 
to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for 
many
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CRUISE INTO COMFORT FOOD 

If you need immediate nourish-
ment after Sunday service, there is 
a new place to head to that’s just a 
few steps away from church. 

The KAP Residences Mall is 
finally ready, and one of the first 
stores to have begun operations 
there is the EagleWings Loft. 

The nautical-themed café offers 
a relaxed yet chic atmosphere. 
A boat-shaped bar and wood 
panelling throughout the café give 
a sense of being on a yacht. That 
the owners who also own yachts 
for charter love all things nautical 
is obvious from the theme that 
runs through the café and into the 
menu.

Full Steam Ahead ($16) is billed 
as a breakfast fit for a captain. 
Order this for the full works: 
crispy bacon, sausages, sautéed 
mushrooms, juicy tomatoes, 

Good Things

potato hash and eggs done your 
way served on brioche. First Mate 
Florentine ($13) is smoked salmon 
and poached eggs on brioche. 
There are also other hearty 
options, sandwiches, pancakes 
and pastries available for all-day 
breakfast which runs till 3 pm. 

For lunch onwards, the menu 
changes to include pastas, pizzas, 
soups, salads, and sides such as 
truffle fries and wings. For mains, 
you can take your pick from 
chicken diavola, wagyu burger, 
duck rillettes, lobster risotto and 
more. End your meal with one of 
their desserts or gelato. 

Coffee and tea lovers will be 
pleased to know that they serve a 
good range of gourmet coffees and 
artisan teas. And if you are craving 
for some sweets along with your 
caffeine fix on a lazy afternoon, 
they serve high tea sets from $12 
per person from 2 to 5.30 pm.   

Private dining spaces are 
available on the Flybridge on the 
second level, equipped with a 
sound system, karaoke and big 
screen projectors. Perfect for 
parties or meetings. 

Visit EagleWings Loft at #01-
14/33/34/56/57 KAP Residences 
Mall.  

|| Alicia Tan
(The writer paid for her own meal.)

ROYALTY-FREE STOCK IMAGES FOR 
OFFICE OR SCHOOL PROJECTS 

Looking for royalty-free 
photographs and illustrations? 
Take a look at iStock by Getty 
Images, a stock photo agency 
founded in 1995. 

While Getty Images offers a 
bank of professional photographs, 
iStock offers crowd-sourced 
materials. 

iStock’s huge database 
encompasses user-generated 
photographs, vectors, illustrations 
and video clips. Most of its content 
is royalty-free and available for 
download for a low one-time fee. 

From time to time, some of 
the images are available for free 
download – perfect for school 
projects or office presentations. So 
subscribe to their mailing list and 
be in the know when they are. 

If you are an avid photographer 
or illustrator, and feel that the 
quality of your work merits a 
wider audience and may perhaps 
generate licensing income, you can 
become a contributor too on their 
platform. Simply apply on their 
website. 

Do visit istockphoto.com to take 
a look. 

|| Alicia Tan
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Good Things

KINDRED FOLK

At first glance, Kindred Folk, also 
at the KAP Residences Mall, looks 
like just a casual ice cream-coffee 
joint, but they also offer a simple 
but very delicious fusion pasta and 
finger food menu. 

Climb up the stairs and one en-
ters a double-height ceiling dining 
space which is ever so condusive 
to just hanging out or studying 
(there's free wifi!). There's a ham-
mock there to chill in if you are so 
inclined.

We decided to really test the 
menu and ordered all the finger 

food and tried three of their five 
pasta dishes on the menu... and 
every single dish we ordered was 
good! For $12.90, one gets a pasta 
dish and ice lemon tea/canned 
drink. For students, it's even cheap-
er at $9.90. 

We ordered the Panco-crumbed 
Mac n'Cheese sticks because of 
their intriguing description and as 
breaded croquettes of macaroni 
and melted cheese, they certainly 
didn't disappoint! The fried chick-
en drumlets done lollipop stye 
were very tasty and moist and 
not oily. All the pasta dishes had 
interesting fusion sauces and were 
cooked al dente perfect.

Of worthy mention are all their 
homemade ice creams (think wasa-
bi, water melon calamansi sorbet, 
sea salt gula melaka...) and one 
simply must have their charcoal 
waffles which are to die for! The 
coffee too is very good. 

Kindred Folk is definitely a 
place to hang out in, have a quiet 
chat, or family meal.

#01-09 KAP Residences Mall
Mon, Tues & Thurs: 12 noon - 10 pm
Wed/Sun/PH: 12 noon - 10.30pm
Fri & Sat: 12 noon - 11pm

|| Anita Fam
(The writer paid for her own meal.)
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CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS

If you have been following the 
series on Christian symbols in 
Loaves+Fishes and find it meaning-
ful, then you might consider getting 
such symbols as Christmas decora-
tions from PingingForSigns.

The online craft store in Etsy 
offers 30 Christian symbols in 
wooden Christmas ornaments. 

In the selection is the Trium-
phant Cross – the globe with a 
cross on top – symbolising Jesus' 
triumphant over anything we can 
face on earth. There is also a shep-
herd's crook recalling Christ as the 
Good Shepherd and the shepherds 
present at the birth of Jesus. The 
Dove, being the symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, is also included. The shell is 
a symbol for baptism, reminding us 
of the water we are baptized in.

The ornaments, about 10 cm 
across, are laser cut from ¼-inch 
thick pine wood. They are unfin-
ished so that they can be left natu-
ral or painted by you. Each one has 
string included for hanging. 

Go to Etsy.com/shop/PiningFor-
Signs

|| Goh Eck Kheng
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do you HAVE 
Good THINGS To SHARE?
Send your recommendations to 
ccmcloavesfishes@gmail.com

SPECIAL STORIES FROM MUMS

The eight stories in this book 
are written by mothers for their 
children. What makes it different 
is that these mothers, who are or 
have been in prison, have used 
their stories to reach out to their 
children with life lessons and 
messages of assurance and hope.

Take, for example, "Mama and 
Baby Ellie", a story about getting 
lost. Unlike other children's books 
about being found and returning 
home, it is the Mummy elephant 
that get's lost in this story and is 
led home to her baby by a yellow 
butterfly.

The entire proceeds of the sale 
of this book goes towards the work 
of New Life Stories, a non-profit 
organisation that supports the pre-
school education of children whose 
mother's are incarcerated and 
seeks to empower both mother 
and child to rewrite the stories of 
their lives.

Copies of this hard cover book, 
available at S$75, may be ordered 
by emailing desmond.lee@
edipressemedia.com.

What a special and meaningful 
gift this book will make in this 
season of love and giving!

|| Goh Eck Kheng

INSPIRING SCULPTURES

If you like the sculpture of the little 
boy for the Emmanuel Christmas 
service, you will surely like the 
other works by Susan Lori, an 
American artist and maker.

The sculptures offered on the 
Willow Tree website (willowtree.
com) were first handmade by 
Susan, each 'sketched' in clay 
before being carved. As they are 
conceived in the round, every angle 
gives different understanding 
to the poses and relationships. 
Expressions are revealed through 
gestures – a tilt of the head, the 

turn of the body, the placement of 
hands.

Susan's handwork and unique 
approach of stripping down 
emotions to such pure form is 
therefore evident  even in the 
manufactured pieces – all cast 
from the original and individually 
hand-painted. 

Susan has created a variety 
of sculptures of dads and mums, 
grandpas, grandmas and children 
of different ages. There is a series 
of pets too. These can be chosen 
and assembled into lovely groups 
reflecting your family that are 
meaningful and inspiring.

For Christmas, Susan has 
Nativity sculptures which are 
available as a set or chosen as you 
wish. She has also designed angels 
as ornaments and tree toppers.

Willow Tree figures make 
heartfelt gifts for births, birthdays, 
anniversaries, Christmas of course,  
and even to convey condolences.

Susan is also a textile artist, 
making art with cloth. You 
can see Susan's textiles at 
susanlordimarker.com.

|| Goh Eck Kheng
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Where can I go from your Spirit?

Where can I flee from your presence?

If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my 
bed in the depths, you are there.

If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the 
far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide 
me, your right hand will hold me fast.

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the 
light become night around me,” even the darkness 
will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the 
day, for darkness is as light to you.

Psalm 139:7-12
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News Bites

A CCMC KiD GETS MARRiED

In a beautiful ceremony on 8 July 
2017, Cassandra Yeap, 28, and 
Alvin Andrean, 26, were united in 
holy matrimony in the chapel of 
Methodist Girls' School.

Cassandra was just 5 when her 
parents, Soon Leong and Wendy 
Yeap, began worshipping at CCMC 
in 1994. This was when it was still 
a preaching point in the school. 

CCMC was also where the 
where the bride and groom first 
got to know each other 10 years 
ago. They were among the older 
youths in the youth ministry. Alvin 
was considered one of the playful 
ones while Cassandra was the 
“nerdy” one who was very serious 
about Bible Study and had ques-
tions to explore about God. 

They were also among the first 
batch of youth mentors, and as 
they led the younger youth, they  
became best friends. 

Alvin and Cassandra are not 
sure when the platonic friendship 
became non platonic. They knew 
that they liked each other and did 
not want to lose the friendship 
even when Alvin eventually had to 

return home to Jakarta. 
So a long distance relationship 

started, although he did come back 
for visits and there were dates via 
video calls. 

After two years, Alvin was 
blessed by God when David Shaw 
recommended Alvin for a newly 
created position At-Sunrice Global 
Chef Academy. That was two years 
ago.

Pastor Ling Kin Yew officiated 
the wedding ceremony. The main 
lesson from his exhortation to Alvin 
and Cassandra was that the couple 
remember to be bound together 
by the three strands of character, 
Christ and community.

Lunch, served in the M.E. Lau 
Hall after the wedding service, was 
a celebration of the couple's family, 
friends, and favourite things. So 
they incorporated many happy col-
ours and elements from Star Wars, 
Jurassic Park and Lego Movie.

Wendy shared, "It is a very 
moving experience seeing your 
child get married. However, it was 
made extra meaningful because she 
got married in the place where she 
studied, worshipped, served and 
eventually met her husband!" 

The wedding was made even 
more special for Wendy because 
Cassandra wore Wendy's wedding 
dress. 

"I had not presumed that she 
would wear my wedding dress." 
Wendy said. "Cassandra was kind 
and very loving. She said we would 
bring the dress to the bridal shop 
and get the opinion of a designer." 

The designer said all that was 
needed was to modify the collar 
and the remove the sleeves. The 
dress fitted Cassandra liked a glove, 
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Such a long, long time
And I can't stop running
Such a long, long time
Can you hear my heart beating?
Can you hear that sound?
'Cause I can't help thinking
And I won't stop now

And then I looked up at the sun
And I could see
Oh the way that gravity pulls on 
 you and me…

Pastor Ian explained how this 
came about, "Michele really liked 
the song. The plan was to play it 
on the piano, but I surprised her 
by singing as she walked down the 
aisle. Up to the point, she didn’t 
know I was going to sing!"

Joseph Chean, Director of Youth 
With A Mission (YWAM) in Sin-
gapore, introduced the couple in 
February 2016 at a quiet dinner in 
his home. From then, love bloomed.

Michele is a full-time missionary 

so no other alteration was needed. 
"I was so moved to see my prin-

cess really looking like a princess 
in my wedding gown!" said Wendy.

The union is especially sweet 
because Alvin is also Wendy and 
Soon Leong’s godson. So before 
Alvin started calling Wendy “mom”, 
he was already calling her "god-
mom"!

In Cassandra’s speech, she  
highlighted the fact that her moth-
er had started praying for a hus-
band for her when she was 2 years 
old and Alvin is two years younger 
than her!

Indeed, the whole wedding was 
layered with meaning. 

|| Alicia Tan

A CCMC PASTOR GETS MARRiED

On 5 August 2017, Pastor Ian Lee 
married Michelle Lin in a meaning-
ful service held at Wesley Method-
ist Church.

Rev Khoo Kay Huat, former 
assistant pastor at CCMC, officiated 
the ceremony. Pastor Kay Huat was 
the senior pastor at Bedok Method-
ist Church when Pastor Ian served 
there. On his last Sunday at Bedok, 
Pastor Kay Huat invited Michele 
and Ps Ian out for dinner with 
him and his wife, Rachel. Pastor 
Ian elaborated, "Michele wasn’t 
originally from a Methodist Church 
and so Pastor Kay Huat was the 
only Methodist pastor (other than 
myself) that she knew. Because 
I really appreciated having him 
as my pastor-in-charge in Bedok, 
Michele and I asked him to officiate 
our wedding."

One of the highlights of the 
wedding was the processional 
when the bride walked down the 
aisle to the Coldplay song "Gravity" 
sung by the groom who accompa-
nied himself on guitar:

Baby it's been a long time coming

with YWAM, teaching in YWAM's 
School of Biblical Studies in Singa-
pore. The school goes through all 
66 books of the Bible inductively in 
9 months (think Disciple on ster-
oids). She also travels to different 
Southeast Asian countries to teach 
books of the Bible at the various 
YWAM locations.

|| Goh Eck Kheng
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MGS HERiATGE CENTRE 
OFFiCiALLY OPENS

 
To mark the milestone 130th year 
of the founding of the Methodist 
Girls’ School, the MGS Heritage 
Centre was officially opened on 15 
August 2017.

The date was carefully chosen to 
coincide with the very first day the 
school was started by Miss Sophia 
Blackmore at Short Street with just 
nine little Tamil girls in 1887. Then, 
it was called the Tamil Girls’ School. 
This was to be a pivotal point in the 
education of women in Singapore 
for which Sophia Blackmore was 
inducted into the Singapore Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame in 2014.

On that clear and breezy  even-
ing, students past and present, 
parents, staff and well-wishers 
mingled in an atmosphere of friend-
ships shared in the concourse. 

Amongst those gathered were 
prominent MGS alumnae recog-
nised for their notable contribu-
tions to Singapore society across 
the fields of government, law, busi-
ness, education, the Arts and en-
tertainment, and sports. This was 
testament to the empowerment of 
women in Singapore today through 
mission girl-school education. 

A sumptuous spread of food 
was laid out for all to enjoy. 

The centrepiece was a double-

tiered cake adorned with the old 
school monogram badge repre-
senting the legacy of the Methodist 
Girls’ School.

There was also lovingly home-
made coconut candy based on the 
recipe by Mrs Ellice Handy, MGS’ 
first Asian principal. 

During the dedication service 
before the opening ceremony, Rev 
Malcolm Tan, chaplain of MGS, 
shared many interesting vignettes 
about her founder in his message, 
entitled “Sophia Blackmore and the 
MGS Historical Legacy”. 

It was God’s divine plan that led 
the young Australian Miss Black-
more to Singapore and start a girls' 
school. Under His divine care, MGS 
has grown and shaped many gener-
ations of girls into godly women of 
excellence, with hearts of love. 

The Heritage Centre, a labour of 
love by the MGS Alumnae Associa-
tion and an all-alumnae committee, 
has interactive exhibits, architec-
ture elements from the old Mount 
Sophia campus to school records 
spanning back to the early 1900s. 

Call the MGS general office to 
find out when The Heritage Centre 
will be opened to visitors.

|| Lynn Lee and Sammi Si-Hoe

Retired principal Mrs Anna Tham 
officially opens the Heritage Centre. 

THE STARS SHiNE BRiGHT 
FOR CCMC’S VBS

Just like a comet, CCMC’s Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) came by and 
rounded its 2017 run in what feels 
like a blink of an eye. The first and 
smaller VBS was held during church 
camp in June 2017 and the second 
was held from 14-16 November, 
at the start of the school holidays. 
In case readers have not already 
caught the use of space-related 
terms, the theme for this year’s VBS 
was “Galactic Starveyors” where 
campers were invited to discover 
our God of the Universe. 

The November VBS was open 
to both CCMC and MGS and a total 
of 134 children aged from 6 to 11 
years signed up – 30 percent high-
er than the anticipated attendance. 
Running the camp entailed months 
of planning and preparation and it 
finally took 95 volunteers to get the 
second camp successfully lifted-off. 

VBS comprises five activity- 
packed sessions spanning two-and 
a-half days. Each half-day session 
carried five rotations covering mu-
sic, Bible study, games, craft and 
snacks. An almost rocket-fuelled 
worship led by “Commander Sam-
mi” and her “galactic worship pla-
toon” (made up of cool mom vol-
unteers) served as the launch pad 
from which each session took off. 

Before you knew it, all five ses-
sions whizzed by and the camp 
culminated with a star-spangled 
concert. Groups of kids performed 

songs and dance items for parents 
who were invited to attend and ob-
serve first-hand the camp and all the 
skilfully made decorations including 
rotating modules modelled after ac-
tual space stations!

Feedback from our campers and 
their parents is promising, with 
many already asking about how they 
can sign up for next year’s camp. The 
kids evidently enjoyed the music, 
games, crafts and especially prepar-
ing their own space-themed snacks. 

The Bible study used astronom-
ical topics to draw campers’ atten-
tion to key attributes of God and His 
plan of redemption. They learned 
that God, who made the universe, is 
in control of everything at all times, 
that His love for man is so great that 
Jesus was sent to pay for our sins, 
and how the relationship between 
God and man can be restored and 
that it continues. 

Notwithstanding all the astro-
nomical science featured, it was 
God’s immutable Holy Spirit who 
was clearly moving and working 
throughout VBS at CCMC. All of us 
volunteers count ourselves exceed-
ingly privileged to have experienced 
God’s sovereign protection for the 
camp and to be able to witness,

 up close, young souls receiving 
Christ's salvation! 

|| April Lee
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MiSSiON TRiP TO iBAN CHURCH
 

From the 24-27 August 2017, I 
was part of a team that was sent 
to Johor Bahru to minister to the 
children and youths at the Iban 
Methodist Church at Skudai. We 
conducted activities for a 2-day 
camp that included children from 
the three Iban Methodist churches 
in Johor. 

The Ibans are a branch of the 
Dayak peoples of Borneo who 
trace their origin to the Kapuas 
Lake region of Kalimantan. As 
they were mainly fishermen and 
pirates, the British mistakenly 
dubbed them Sea Dayak when 
they came into contact with them 
in the 1840s. The Ibans were once 
known for being bloodthirsty 
headhunters. Today, they are most-
ly Christian. 

Prior to signing up for this trip, 
I had been praying for an opportu-
nity to serve as part of a missions 
team. I opted for the Iban trip 
as it fit my schedule best. It also 
seemed to suit my abilities as I 
had previously helped to organise 
youth camps, lead small groups, 
and play music in a worship team. 

The camp we planned and 
organised for the Iban youths in-
volved games, discussion sessions, 
praise and worship, and messages 
preached by Uncle Raymond Chow. 
The children we ministered to had 
a great sense of excitement because 
of the lack of regular youth min-
istries within the Iban churches, 
owing to a lack of manpower and 
expertise.

My initial fears going into the 
trip were assuaged as we began 

our ministry. I feared being unable 
to communicate adequately with 
the children or that I would face re-
sistance when giving instructions. 
I was moved that the older youths 
tended to look after and guide the 
younger kids. 

While we had requested an age 
range of 10-15, we wound up with 
a wider spread of ages at the camp, 
including 7-year olds, and 17-18-
year olds. 

The children were wonderful-
ly receptive and enthusiastic and 
were generally willing to partic-
ipate in the activities planned 
regardless of how ludicrous they 
were. This brought the greatest 
sense of relief during the games 
that I was tasked with leading. 

The native language of the Iban 
is jaku Iban, but most now speak 
Malay.

Before embarking on this trip 
I was attending Malay language 
lessons due to an interest that 
was sparked during my Nation-
al Service.  During these classes, 
God placed in my heart a vision 
of a room of people praising and 
worshipping Him in Malay. I did not 
think much of it then.

In addition, while praying over 
this trip, I had a vision of a little 
girl who was 6-7 years old. As this 

camp was organised for 10-15 year 
olds, I didn't think much of it either.

During camp, we had a praise 
and worship session when I saw 
the entire room of Ibans sing along 
to lovely worship songs written in 
Malay. They weren't translations 
of existing songs but were clearly 
original ones. Furthermore, during 
an altar call, all 42 kids went to 
the front and prayed the sinner's 
prayer. 

As a group leader, I was entrust-
ed with 13 children, one of whom 
was an adorable 4-year old girl 
named Bella. I was slightly shocked 
because she resembled the girl 
I'd seen in prayer. To that extent, I 
think God has surprised me and the 
entire trip has borne testament to 
His goodness and faithfulness.

Amongst many memorable 
moments, I recall a time of prayer 
when the children were asked to 
form pairs and pray for one anoth-
er. Their continued chatter suggest-
ed that they were unfamiliar with 
praying for one another. 

Uncle Raymond eventually 
asked them to remain silent to re-
spect those who were praying, and 
even demonstrated how to pray for 
one another by having Pastor Yan 
pray for his ill mother. What hap-
pened afterwards was beautiful – 5 
minutes of stillness, clasped hands 
and whispered prayers. Tears were 
shed and sniffles were heard and 
I prayed that the kids would feel 
the immense assurance and love of 
Christ.

During the Sunday service be-
fore our return to Singapore, Uncle 
Raymond made an altar call, firstly 
to those who needed assurance of  
their salvation and secondly to pray 
for healing. The team stood at the 
back and prayed for God's healing 
upon the congregation spiritually, 
physically, emotionally, and men-
tally. 

Uncle Raymond was careful to 
emphasise that God heals people 
for a purpose and encouraged each 

person to continue taking their 
medication while praying for com-
plete healing. It was quite remark-
able witnessing the Holy Spirit at 
work. 

One lady who had been los-
ing her hearing in one ear, felt a 
warmth spread through the ear 
when being prayed for. Her hearing 
cleared up afterwards. 

Another man, a lay leader and 
welder, had been suffering from 
back problems. As he was be-
ing prayed for, he felt a heat run 
through his back and was later able 
to bend forwards. It was amazing 
to witness God's outpouring upon 
the community and so encouraging 
to be reassured that all things work 
according to His will.

In the few days we served the 
community, we were able to iden-
tify the struggles the church faces, 
particularly in the children and 
youth ministry. 

The Iban churches require a 
generation of lay leaders to be 
raised up, people willing to teach 
and love the children just as Christ 
loves them. To that extent, CCMC 
can offer exposure and training, 
whether by inviting youth leaders 
to join us for camps or by conduct-
ing training for youth leaders. 

In addition, the fear of per-
secution continues to loom over 

the Iban church, resulting in the 
church’s wariness when conducting 
public prayer and worship.

Looking back, this trip felt 
like the culmination of a lot of my 
experiences over the past months. 
Whether it was the interaction with 
my guys in the army that inspired 
my learning Malay, to handling 
rowdy kids as a relief teacher in 
my old school, to Malay lessons 
themselves, to dealing with young-
er members in the youth worship 
team, to my time leading a small 
group of youths – it's wonderful 
how these things seem to have 
come together. 

I embarked on this trip a very 
different person from the one that 
went on my first mission trip in Ne-
pal. I think there has been a divine 
rhythm that has shaped the work I 
was involved with the Ibans.

The mission field always re-
veals new insights about God's 
love, grace, and might. They offer a 
glimpse of His great love and of His 
movement in the hearts of people. 
The trip was a validation of many 
things I’ve experienced over the 
past few months and I wIll always 
be grateful for the great hospitality 
with which I was received, both by 
my team and the church itself. 

|| Jonathan Chan
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Dear Abigail,
The Covenant Kids teachers have 
been telling the children that they 
need to keep quiet when they attend 
church services with their parents. I 
think pastor has also mentioned it in 
services.

This is a good point and I have 
tried to reinforce it with my six-year-
old. 

I have told her that it is important 
to be quiet in the church service, 
firstly, to respect God. Adding to 
that, I told her that making noise will 
distract others. 

Somehow, I don't think she is 
convinced, because she keeps asking, 
"And what else?" I gave more rea-
sons but she keeps asking the same 
question.

Have I missed something?
       

Shhu Shhu 

Dear Shhu Shhu,
For once, I am stumped! Have 
you asked your daughter why she 
thinks people should keep quiet in 
the church service?

Speechless,
Abigail 

Dear Abigail,
I asked my daughter and, without 
hesitation, she said, "We must also 
keep quiet in the church service so 
that we do not wake up the people 
who are sleeping."

Shhu Shhu

Dear Abigail,
I am concerned about how my young 
son, Noel, is confused by the secular 
trappings of Christmas – candy canes, 
Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer, 
Santa Claus and, of course stockings 
stuffed with presents. 

I think he has lost the plot. He has 
told me that Jesus was visited by four 
kings. Four kings?

queenie

Dear Queenie,
From what you have said, the fourth 
king in your child's mind must be 

the StocKing!
To avoid confusion, separate 

secular stories from Biblical ones. 
Do not tell the two types together. 
Explain to your child that there 
are stories and characters made 
up by people, and that there are 
records from the Bible that tell us 
what really happened at the first 
Christmas.

The first Noel,
Abigail

Dear Abigail
I teach a primary four Covenant Kids 
class. 

A few weeks ago, I was testing the 
children to see if they understood 
the concept of getting to heaven.

I asked them, "If I sold my house 
and my car, and gave all my money 
to the church, would that get me into 
Heaven?"

I was very happey when the chil-
dren answered, "NO!" 

I went on. "If I cleaned the church 
every day, and kept everything neat 
and tidy, would that get me into 
Heaven?"

Again, the answer was, "NO!"
They're getting it, I thought! 

"What if I was kind to animals and 
gave presents to all the children, and 
loved my husband, would that get 
me into Heaven?" 

Again, they all answered, "NO!"
"How then can you get to Heav-

en," I asked? 
"Believe in the Lord Jesus and you 

shall be saved," was the reply.
I beamed with joy until a boy at 

the back of the class said, "No. Some-
thing else must happen first." 

I asked him what, but he just 
grinned. Will one rotten apple spoil 
the barrel?

Discouraged  

Dear Discouraged,
Please don't be. The boy's right if 
you think about it. For most people, 
you've got to be dead before you 
can get to Heaven. 

Believing John 11:25,
Abigail
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+ The world is full of people who 
know what they want but fail to 
get it because they are willing to 
compromise. To begin with, many 
are too scared to step out of their 
comfort zone and that which is 
familiar to them and reach for that 
which they want, and if for any 
reason they make an attempt to do 
so, at the first sign of trouble, they 
will quit and settle for that which is 
not what they want. For such people, 
the end of their journey on earth is 
usually filled with regret. Regret for 
the dreams that remain unfulfilled 
and which with their exit will never 
be fulfilled, at least not by them.

Terah was the father of Abraham 
and he had a dream to go from Ur 
of the Chaldees, where he lived at 
the time, to Canaan. He took his son, 
Abraham, Abraham's wife, Sarai, and 
his grandson, Lot and although the 
vision was to go to Canaan, the Bible 
records that they came to Haran and 
dwelt there. 

Terah represents a large section 
of humans on the earth today. They 
have a dream and although they 
take steps to achieve their dream, 
when the challenges of life show 
up, they abandon their dream and 
destination and settle for something 
else. Haran, where Terah finally 
dwelt, represents compromise. It 
was not his dream, it was not his 
desire and it was not the reason 
he set out from Ur of the Chaldees. 
Canaan was his dream and he set 
out towards it but did not arrive 
there. He had the will power to 
pursue his dreams, to begin the 
race but he did not have what it 
took to complete the journey and 

he quit midway and dwelt in Haran. 
Unfortunately, the moment he 
compromised and stayed in Haran, 
he lost the will power to move from 
Haran to Canaan. 

Whenever we compromise it 
becomes more difficult to achieve 
our initial goal and the more we 
compromise in life the more difficult 
it becomes for us to reach our goals 
and get the things we really want. 
Terah died in Haran and never 
saw his dream of going to Canaan 
fulfilled. I imagine as he lay on his 
death bed knowing his life was being 
taken from him, he must have looked 
back on his life and if anything 
regretted his decision to compromise 
and not finish that which he had 
set out to do and get that which he 
really wanted.

Many of us, like Terah, know what 
we want out of life. We know where 
we ought to be and we take steps to 
get there. However, when life throws 
obstacles in our paths, as it usually 
does, we compromise and settle for 
less and convince ourselves that it 
will do, but will it really do? When 
we come face to face with death as 
we inevitably will, can we look back 
on the life of compromise we lived 
and feel no regret?

Whatever your answer may be, I 
will conclude by saying, it is time to 
rise from Haran and move to Canaan.

 

Food for Thought

BY ETURUVIE EREBOR 

More than once Jesus 
deliberately addressed 
certain issues that quickly 
diminished the number 
of onlookers. it was 
commitment that thinned 
the ranks.
~ Chuck Swindoll

Every Christian should 
be both conservative and 
radical; conservative in 
preserving the faith and 
radical in applying it.
~ John Stott

To lose something in the will 
of God is to find something 
better.
~ Jack Hyles

Your commitments can 
develop you or destroy you, 
but either way, they will 
define you.
~ Rick Warren

Reason can get you to 
probability, but only 
commitment can get you to 
certainty.
~ Tim Keller

 

DON'T LIVE A LIFE 
OF COMPROMISE
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Eturuvie Erebor is a writer, speaker, 
trainer and coach with a strong pas-
sion to transform the lives of women 
and youth not only in her native 
country, Nigeria and the United 
Kingdom, where she was born, but 
all across the world. 

CORRINE LAM

What is your fave food and drink?
Ice cream, chocolate finger biscuits 
and anything cooked with egg! The 
drink is Hong Kong red bean ice.

What do you appreciate the most 
in friends?
Sincerity.

What don’t you tolerate in others?
Hypocrites, unhelpful or “fake people”.

What is your idea of happiness?
When I can catch up on my favorite 
Hong Kong drama after a challeng-
ing day at work and tucking the 
kids into bed. 

What is your idea of misery?
When I see people I love suffer.

What talent do you wish to have?
Being an IT wiz so that I can manage 
my portal myself and save money!

Which Biblical character do you 
most identify with?
No one in terms of virtues and 
weaknesses but I admire Esther for 
her courage and wits.

What do you like most about CCMC?
Amazing and nice people, especial-
ly my D1 class members!

What is your motto?
Dare to dream even the impossible.

ADRIAN LOW

What's your fave food and drink?
Hainanese chicken rice. Coffee.

What do you appreciate the most 
in friends?
Being there when you need them.

What don’t you tolerate in others?
Hypocrisy

What is your idea of happiness?
A book, a movie and a quiet night 
at home with the family. A gin and 
tonic would be nice too!

What is your idea of misery?
Mean people

What talent do you wish to have?
Playing a musical instrument mu-
sically!

Which Biblical character do you 
most identify with?
Job

What do you like about CCMC?
The people!

What is your motto?
"But Godliness with contentment 
is great gain." Not personally there 
yet!

IRIS KOH BOON KEE

What is your favourite food and 
drink?
Home cooked food and a good cup 
of kopi tiam teh.

What do you appreciate the most 
in friends?
Loyalty

What don’t you tolerate in others?
Self-centeredness

What is your idea of happiness?
Freedom to make choices.

What is your idea of misery?
Having no freedom.

What talent do you wish to have?
To draw

Which Biblical character do you 
most identify with?
Jesus

What do you like most about 
CCMC?
So many things! The service, pas-
tor, people, small group....

What is your motto?
Be the change

Getting to Know You
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Recipe adapted from Vintage Cakes 
by Julie Richardson 

Soft, moist and decadent, this cake 
is a winner whether you serve it 
up slightly warm with a dollop of 
clotted cream or tuck into it with a 
hot cup of tea. Since the taste of the 
honey you use is front and center, 
whatever variety you pick will be 
the dominant flavor. If almonds 
are not your usual nut of choice, 
go ahead and switch it to walnuts, 
pecans, cashews or whatever you 
prefer.

For the cake
2½ cups unbleached all-purpose 
      flour
2 tsp baking powder
1 tsp fine sea salt
¾ cup plus 2 tbsp unsalted butter, 
     at room temperature
¾ cup sugar
⅓ cup honey
2 tsp pure vanilla extract
2 eggs, at room temperature
1 egg yolk, at room temperature
¾ cup buttermilk, at room 
     temperature

For the glaze
½ cup honey
¼ cup firmly packed dark brown 
     sugar
¼ cup unsalted butter
Heaped ½ cup of sliced almonds   
     (or other nut), toasted

Leanne is a mother of two and writes 
for Loaves+Fishes.

Kitchen

Preheat the oven to 180⁰C. Grease 
a 9”x 2” round cake pan or spring-
form pan and line the bottom with 
baking paper.

In a large bowl, sift together the 
flour, baking powder, and salt then 
whisk the ingredients by hand to 
make sure they are blended well.

In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted 
with the paddle attachment, beat 
the butter, sugar, honey, and vanilla 
extract on low speed until com-
bined. Increase the speed to high 
and cream until very light and 
fluffy. Stop frequently to scrape the 
bowl with a rubber spatula.

Beat in eggs and yolk one at a time, 
adding each one as the previous 
addition disappears into the batter.

Turn the mixer down to low speed 
and add the flour mixture in three 
parts, alternating with the butter-
milk in two parts, beginning and 
ending with the flour. After each 
addition, mix until just barely 
blended and stop and scrape down 
the sides of the bowl. Stop the mix-
er before the last of the flour has 
been incorporated and complete 
the blending by hand with a rubber 
spatula to ensure you do not over 
beat the batter.

Spread the thick batter into the 
prepared pan. Rap the pan firm-
ly on the counter to release any 
air bubbles. Place the pan in the 
center of the oven and bake for 45 
minutes. The cake will turn a deep 
golden colour and be firm on top. 
It is done when a wooden skewer 
inserted in the middle has moist 
crumbs attached. 

Prepare the glaze: While the cake 
is baking in the oven, measure 
out and stir together honey, dark 
brown sugar, and butter in a small 
saucepan over medium heat. Heat 
the mixture until it is barely sim-
mering. Turn off the heat but leave 
the saucepan on the burner to keep 
warm.

Remove cake from the oven once 
baked and poke holes all over 
the top of the cake with a wood-
en skewer. (The cake may have 
cracked while baking but it’s okay 
because then it will be able to soak 
up even more of the glaze!) Pour 
half the glaze over the cake, evenly 
sprinkle the cake with almonds, 
and then pour the rest of the glaze 
over the almonds. Place the pan 
back in the oven and bake for an 
additional 5 minutes.

Cool the cake on a wire rack for 
about an hour before removing 
it from the pan and serving just 
warm.

Leanne Pattiselanno's 
THE HONEY-HONEY CAKE
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Crumbs

THE LITTLE SqUIRREL
Joyce Khoo-Phua

I prayed while my daughter sat for 
a difficult exam paper. Opening my 
eyes, I saw the beautiful kind eyes 
of a brown squirrel that God had 
sent to teach me an object lesson.

It scampered up a tree, ex-
plored the branches, then came 
down, ran a distance on the ground 
towards another tree, climbed it 
to search for food before coming 
down again. The squirrel climbed 
up and down five more trees. Even-
tually, it reached the seventh and 
final tree where I saw many squir-
rels already playing there. A few 
stronger squirrels could even jump 
across to the surrounding trees. 

What was God telling me? My 
little squirrel was slower, making 
its own ‘difficult’ way through 
many trees (like trials and oppor-
tunities in life), before joining the 
other squirrels. 

And so it is with our children. 
Some are capable of soaring 
greater distances and reach goals 
more easily. While some may take 
longer or a different path, or have 
a destination that isn’t what we 
parents expect or wish. They put 
in effort and do progress, at their 
own pace and style. In the end, 
every one reaches their destina-
tion, according to God’s plan! Just 
as God takes care of the squirrels, 
God surely loves and takes care of 
our children. Thank you God. 

Here are a few verses to assure 
our children that God is with them 

THE ANCHOR CROSS

The imagery of an anchor as 
the Christian's hope in Christ 
is used in Hebrews 6:19 where 
the writer says: "We have this 
hope as an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure." This is also 
apt since an anchor looks like a 
cross.

The anchor was a symbol 
used by Christians during the 
era of Roman persecution. 

According to Christian singer
-songwriter Michael Card in 
his album Soul Anchor: "The 
first century symbol wasn't the 
cross; it was the anchor. If I'm a 
first century Christian and I'm 

hiding in the catacombs and 
three of my best friends have 
just been thrown to the lions or 
burned at the stake, or crucified 
and set ablaze as torches at one 
of Nero's garden parties, the 
symbol that most encourages 
me in my faith is the anchor. 
When I see it, I'm reminded that 
Jesus is my anchor."

Indeed, the tombs of be-
lievers that date to the end of 
the first century frequently 
displayed anchors alongside 
messages of hope. 

However, the anchor as a 
Christian symbol faded from 
use; few examples have been 
found from the mid-third centu-
ry and none after 300 A.D. The 
reason for this is as the Church 
shifted from being persecuted 
by the Roman empire to being 
sponsored by it, Christians 
no longer required to identify 
themselves  with secret sym-
bols. 

Thus, sadly, it could be said 
that the conquering cross of Con-
stantine, the first Christian Ro-
man emperor, replaced the an-
chor as the primary symbol used 
by the Church and believers.

through tough times, like exams:
1 Peter 5: 7 – “Cast all your 

anxiety on him because he cares 
for you.”

Isaiah 26:3,4 – “You will keep in 
perfect peace, those whose minds 
are steadfast, because they trust in 
you. Trust in the Lord forever, for 
the Lord, the Lord himself, is the 
Rock eternal.”

Jeremiah 29: 11 – “For I know 
the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”
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Joyce Khoo-Phua is a member of Cov-
enant Small Group and is involved in 
Outreach and Social Concerns in CCMC.
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WESLEY HALL
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[FOR ALL THE WORLD TO SEE]


